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Cleuves Law lernry
Fosters Right-Brcun

Nlif.hzn & Henry B.
CLEAVES LAW LIBRARY

g Itbxlls 1tself as the best (small) law hbrary n
Mame,” but theCleaves Law Library in Portland:
n‘ught Jqst as well call 1tself “thelaw library w1th : .
sflair.” Tucked away in acorrierof theCumberland i small to capacious enough for Rumpole-of-the-Bailey.
Coumy Court House, the Cleaves: beraty dates Rumpole also'ntiakes his presence felt at the library by wayofa healthy samplmg of books
- to suggest, albeit quxetly‘ that a life in the. law from the popular John Mortimer series in the eclectic lending library that occupies a small free-
need nét be drained of personality. o standing bookcase in the main reading room. The collection also offers “ A Civil Action,” two
&7 Thenineteenth century legal lummanes who copies of “Human Sacrifice," the recent book by James Moore about the controversial trial and }
! gaze solemnly.dowvn from their orhately framed - conviction of Dennis Deschaine for the murder of a young girl, an array of John Grisham titles,
immortality include the two after whom thé i+ . . abook of humorous stories about Maine by Tim Sample, non-fiction works such as a book about
brary is named, Cleaves brothers Henry B.and ¢ theSacoand l/anzeth trial, and a thm, wornbook about]udge Roy Bean with the wonderful title
"Nathan, but the pantheon of the-deceased co- of “Vinegarroon.”
exists serenely with % “coplers, fax machines, and ’ For the past several months the walls of the Cleaves have also. served as'gallery space foran

¢ s e

desk-top computers, For all of its unpretennous & exhibit of art by Maine Supreme Court Clerk Jim Chute. A range of media is represented,

thou gh tra dxtnmal atmi OSPh ¢te, Cleaves was the | i including boldly colored acrylics on canvas, more meditative watercolor frronotypes, a charcoal

Cfirst law lib rary in the counl‘ry to offer ﬁ_ee pnbllc " . drawing, and several mixed media collages. Although the donu.nant style is abstract, sketchy

access ¢ & Lexis and Westlaw. ” i representational forms sometimes drift among the layers that make up Chute’s surfaces. Most of .
the works are untitled.

Teshfymg to the lxbrary s finger on the con- ke
temporary pulse is' copy of an e-mail posted on L
“one of the library bulletin boards from one Dhu-aj :
Aggarwal [dhxraJ@ e-bookservices.com] of New
Delhi, Indfa, ‘which Aggarwal descnbes in the

*messageas “one of themostprefertéd outsourcmg
_destinationsforhigh-quality, low costwork, with
wexce’llta.t\t delivery, schiedules.” Among ‘the
“.outsourcing sefvices of.fered is "Legal Research
S\z Information.”. ¥

Contacted by MLR, Chute explained that a monotype is a type of print where “the matrix is
not fixed and the image is not repeatable.” Chute said that he has been painting for about four
years.He has also experimented with some small sculptures. Chute joked that his interest was
spurred by the need to keep pace with his children. Chute’s son has a degree from the Rhode
Island School of Design in painting; his daughter currently attends Maine College of Art.

One of the works originally on display has fallen victim to what is sometimes referred to as

a “five-finger discount.” A sign near the entrance to the readmg room points otit that the art
exhibited is on loan from the artist and asks that the painting be returned. Chute acknowledged
i~ the compliment implicit in the theft but called it nonetheless “annoying.” He said the work he
o %4 likes best hangs in his office at the courthouse “where I can keep an eyeon it.”
------- More frivolous indi °f the librar YS i Cleaves boasts what it describes as “the single largest collection of photographs of Maine
" mersion in 21* century culture inclide stacks of . judges, lawyers and legal scenes” afid uses the ample wall space along its corridors to display
~T-shirtsfor sale in beguiling shades of raspberry, - selections from the archive on a rotating basis. It also has available oral hlstones of eminent
mielon, sage, yellow, and twoshades of blue;eachi” figures in the Maine legal community, past and present, available for check-out.
~bearingaprinted version of the Cleaves brothers' Becoming part of the State Court Library System in 1981, the library has the largest collection

»E_Ql'tralts The T-shirt ‘text-reads: “Nathan and~ |; of Maine legislative history documents outside of Augusta, the largest rollection of archived law
Henry. B. Cleaves:... my parfners in-law;"“The: b *courthnefsnndappmdmesmthestate ,and the well- lmewnresourcemhmessofllbranan Nancy
shxrts cost $15 and ‘comé in stes rangmg from || Rabasco.

The library’s tradmon of service goes back to 1811 when a small group of Portland lawyers
agreed to pay an annual subscription fee of $2 to promote the preservation and growth of “the
Cumberland Law Library.” The library was burned out of two previous locatxons and has moved
several times for other reasons as well. -

Its current form is a hybrid of the several earlier versions including the Greenleaf Law
Library, established in 1866 when the widow of Simon Greenleaf’s son, Mrs. James Greenleaf,

" . presented her father-in-law’s law library to the Cumberland County Bar-Association. In 1912,
Governor Henry B. Cleaves alsg willed his law library to the Association. The two collections
merged in 1940 but it was not until 1997 that Cleavés becameé a fully separate séction 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation, which operates mdependently from the Cumberland County Bar Asso-
ciation. -

The hbrary s web-site, www. cleaves. org, offers a variety ofways that lawyers can contribute
to the library’s financial well-being. In 2000, its Board of Directors created a memorial fund as a
way of commemorating the lives of members of the Maine legal community. Although gifts of
" any size are welcome, when donations made i in the memory of an individual total 510 000 ot :
more, a named fund may be established. o

Although Cleaves is open to the public during staffed, hours, only Library Members have
borrowing privileges. Membership also‘canfers. other benefits, including reduced setvice fees
and the ability to request e-mailed documents and Shepardizing results, The annual cost of
membership is $125 for solo practitioners, witha range of pet lawyer discounts for law firms of
varying sizes.

Members have 24/7 access to the library, even on holidays, which may be either a benefit or
a form'of enabling for workaholics, depending on one’s perspective. Library rules- prohibit
sleeping or bathing on the premises, however, and members may not “[cJonstitute a nuisance to
other patrons or the Library staff by reason of offensive evidence of lack of personal cleanliness”
— perhaps another way in which the library gently reminds obsessive types to getalife~—orat
least a shower and some shut-eye,
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