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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

The parents appeal from an order of the District Court (Waterville,
Gilbert, ].) terminating their parental rights as to their two children pursuant to
22 M.R.S. § 4055(1)(B)(2)(a), (b)(i) (2024). The parents argue that the court’s
findings regarding parental unfitness were not supported by clear and
convincing evidence! in the record and that the court’s conclusion that
termination of parental rights was in the children’s best interests constituted
an abuse of discretion.2 Contrary to the parents’ contentions, there was clear
and convincing evidence in the record to support the court’s findings, and the
court properly exercised its discretion. See In re Child of Louise G., 2020 ME 87,
18,236 A.3d 445.

The entry Is:

Judgment affirmed.

1 The father also argues that his due process rights were violated, but the State correctly contends
that his due process argument appears to actually be a sufficiency of the evidence argument because
of its focus on a lack of clear and convincing evidence.

2 Additionally, both parents argue that the Department failed to make a good faith effort to help
the parents reunify with the children. The Department’s reunification efforts, however, were more
than sufficient. Further, “[tlhe Department's compliance with its rehabilitation and reunification
duties as outlined in section 4041 does not constitute a discrete element requiring proof in
termination proceedings.” In re Hannah S.,2016 ME 32, 12, 133 A.3d 590.
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