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MEMORANDUM	OF	DECISION	
	

Sh’Quitia	M.	and	the	father	appeal	from	a	judgment	of	the	District	Court	
(Portland,	 Powers,	 A.R.J.)	 terminating	 their	 parental	 rights	 to	 their	 child.		
See	22	M.R.S.	 §	 4055(1)(A)(1)(a),	 (B)(2)	 (2022).	 	 Contrary	 to	 the	 mother’s	
assertion	that	the	Department	filed	a	petition	too	early,	the	Department	may	
petition	 for	 termination	 at	 any	 time.	 	 See	22	M.R.S.	 §	 4052(1)	 (2022);	 In	 re	
Jeremiah	 Y.,	 2002	ME	 135	 ¶	8,	 804	 A.2d	 357.	 	 In	 addition,	 contrary	 to	 both	
parents’	contentions,	the	trial	court	did	not	err	in	finding	that	the	parents	were	
unfit.1		See	22	M.R.S.	§	4055(1)(B)(2)(b)(i)-(iv);	22	M.R.S.	4002(1-A)(E)	(2022);	
In	 re	 Ryan	 G.,	 2017	 ME	 214,	 ¶¶	 2,	 3,	 6,	 173	 A.3d	 142;	 In	 re	 Children	 of	
Christine	M.,	2018	ME	133,	¶¶	3-4,	7-8,	194	A.3d	390;	In	re	Olivia	F.,	2019	ME	
149,	¶	7,	217	A.3d	1106.	
	

The	entry	is:	
	

Judgment	affirmed.	
	
	 	 	 	

 
1		Neither	parent	takes	issue	with	the	court’s	best	interest	determination.		Nonetheless,	the	facts,	

viewed	through	the	trial	court’s	lens,	reveal	that	the	court	did	not	err	in	making	its	factual	findings	
or	abuse	its	discretion	in	determining	that	termination	is	in	the	child’s	best	interest.		See	In	re	R.M.,	
2015	ME	38,	¶	7,	114	A.3d	212.	
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