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MEMORANDUM	OF	DECISION	
	

Sarah	 I.	 Breton	 appeals	 from	 a	 judgment	 of	 the	 District	 Court	
(Springvale,	Driscoll,	J.)	dismissing	with	prejudice	her	complaint	for	protection	
from	abuse	against	Robert	Raiten,	see	19-A	M.R.S.	§§	4001-4014	(2017),	and	
the	temporary	order	that	the	court	had	issued,	see	id.	§	4006,	because	they	were	
duplicative	of	an	earlier	complaint	that	Breton	filed	in	another	court	location	
that	also	resulted	in	a	temporary	order	against	Raiten	(Ellsworth,	Roberts,	J.),	
and	later	a	long-term	order	(Ellsworth,	Mallonee,	J.),	see	id.	§	4007.1		Because	
Breton	sought	a	protective	order	from	the	courts	and	obtained	one—the	terms	
of	which	she	agreed	to—her	appeal	from	the	dismissal	of	a	second,	duplicative	
order	is	moot.		See	In	re	Steven	L.,	2017	ME	5,	¶	8,	153	A.3d	764	(stating	that	the	
Law	Court	will	“[g]enerally	.	 .	 .	decline	to	hear	an	appeal	when	the	issues	are	
moot,	that	is,	when	.	.	.	[its]	decision	would	not	provide	an	appellant	any	real	or	
effective	relief”).	

	

                                         
1		Title	19-A	M.R.S.	§§	4006	and	4007	have	since	been	amended,	but	not	in	a	way	that	affects	this	

appeal.		P.L.	2017,	ch.	288,	§§	A-20	through	A-26	(emergency,	effective	July	15,	2017).	
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	 The	entry	is:	

Appeal	dismissed.	
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